Short Texts (havo + VWO)
Vaak zijn deze kortere teksten wat apart qua inhoud. Ze zijn bv sarcastisch van toon of ze berichten over vreemde, ongeloofwaardige nieuwsitems. Let dus goed op de toon van de tekst en sta open voor een ongebruikelijke inhoud.

Tekst 1 

Postcards from the cutting edge

A group of artists have mounted an exhibition

in Birmingham’s Custard Factory art centre

which will doubtless invite comments about it

being a reflection of the emptiness of the

contemporary art scene: it has no exhibits. As

visitors wander around the vacant rooms of the

show, entitled “Exhibition to be Constructed”,

they have to imagine what might be standing

(or sitting, or hanging or lying) in front of them,

with the assistance of a series of slogans

scrawled on the otherwise bare walls.

‘Weekend Financial Times’
1 Wat was het belangrijkste kenmerk van de tentoonstelling die in deze tekst wordt beschreven?

Tekst 2 

Paying for the BBC
Sir: As an American who has been living in Britain for many years, I feel

compelled to respond to Suzanne Moore’s comments on the BBC

(“Why do we fund this Bland, Boring, Complacent bunch?”, 17 July). The

people of Britain should go down on their knees and thank the Lord for the

BBC and the licence fee every day. The most important advantage of a

licence-fee funded TV service is the lack of advertisements on the BBC,

which also forces the commercial channels to limit the amount of time

they devote to ads. The horror of American TV is its commercial breaks

about every five or six minutes. 

Ms Moore mentions golf. Golf and tennis lend themselves to a high

frequency of commercials. But here in the UK, one gets to watch the whole

game uninterrupted. It’s a dream. Why do you think Americans are not

interested in football/soccer? It lacks the intrinsic breaks every few minutes

which are the prerequisite for a sport to be viable on untrammelled

commercial TV, so no US network has any interest in showing it, or

supporting it financially.

PHIL AARONSON

Surrey

‘The Independent’
2 According to Phil Aaronson, American networks do not broadcast soccer matches on TV

because

A Americans are not used to concentrating on such long programmes.

B in the United States soccer is not a popular sport at all.

C soccer does not lend itself to showing a lot of commercials during matches.

D they object to the excessive commercialism of football.

Tekst 3
[image: image1.emf]
Business leaders are taught in the unlikely setting of London’s Globe theatre

To be or not to be a good boss

SHAKESPEARE WORKSHOPS

Shakespeare’s Henry V would make an excellent

modern chief executive, says Richard

Olivier, who directed the play at London’s Globe

theatre.

“When everything seemed at its worst and

his troops faced attack by a vastly superior

force, he rallied and inspired them with his St

Crispin’s Day speech, showing all the qualities

of leadership we look for in today’s business

people.”

Olivier is intrigued by the links between

dramatic and executive performance, and explores

the relevance of Shakespeare’s plays to

business in a series of workshops for senior

executives which he runs at the Globe theatre.

WIDGET FINN

􀁺Shakespeare workshops are on March 16,

June 7/8 and July 27/28

‘The Times’

3 What is the main aim of the Shakespeare workshops?

A To analyse Shakespearian characters.

B To increase employers’ cultural awareness.

C To provide advanced management training.

D To study styles of leadership through the ages.

Tekst 4
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I HAD to include this picture of United Airlines flight 7682 from Dulles 

International Airport, Washington DC to LaGuardia in NYC, sent in by a 

reader who survived the collision. As the plane reached 180mph and the nose 

lifted from the ground, there was an almighty bang and the flight was aborted. 

When passengers were led off the plane, the sad truth of what had

happened revealed itself. The hip joint of the low-flying turkey, pictured

above, resting on the cockpit, was the only remaining recognisable body part. 

In true American style, one animal lover hoped out loud that the turkey

was okay, only to be put down by a fellow passenger: “Yes, ma’am, the 

buzzard has been airlifted on a life-saver helicopter to George Washington

Hospital emergency-care facility and is currently being fitted with a prosthetic 

head and wings.” 

The Sunday Times
4  Waarom moest vlucht 7682 worden afgebroken volgens de eerste twee alinea’s?

“Yes, ma’am … wings.” (last sentence) 

5„ How can the tone of this response be characterised?

A As comforting. 

B As emotional.

C As matter-of-fact. 

D As sarcastic.

Tekst 5
TUBE CHAOS

BY PAUL MARSTON, TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 

HUNDREDS of thousands of London Underground passengers had their journeys disrupted

yesterday by a strike over a driver who was

caught playing squash after being absent from

work for nine weeks because of an ankle sprain. 

The walkout by the RMT Union1) led to the  closure of the Circle and Hammersmith & City lines, normally used by nearly 400,000 travellers a day. The union called for a reinstatement of Chris Barrett, who was dismissed by LU last  month. 

Mr Barrett last worked on May 4 before

reporting sick with an ankle injury. On July 10, 

LU attendance staff saw him entering a sports

centre in full squash kit, then watched him play a

three-game match “vigorously”. 

London Underground had been suspicious

about his reason for absence because he had 

reported absent on 218 days in five years.

In August, a disciplinary hearing recommended that Mr Barrett be dismissed from his  £32,000-a-year post. His appeal was rejected.  Mr Barrett’s defence was that he was not  playing squash, merely “exercising my ankle on a squash court”. 

Bob Crow, RMT general secretary, shook 

hands with Mr Barrett on a picket line yesterday. 

Mr Crow said: “It is a great pity that the company

has devoted so much time, energy and public

money snooping on an employee guilty of 

nothing more than trying to get fit enough to 

return to work.” 

For the first time since becoming London

mayor, Ken Livingstone criticised the RMT. “I 

am only surprised Mr Barrett was allowed to get

away with it for so long,” he said. 

The Daily Telegraph

6  Wat was de directe aanleiding voor het ontslag van Chris Barrett?

7   Who is against Chris Barrett’s dismissal, according to this article?

A Bob Crow. 

B Ken Livingstone. 

C London Underground. 

D The writer of this article.
Tekst 6

Cannabis: a burning issue 

LETTERS 

● It has been reported (mainly in the tabloids) that 80% of new psychiatric 

cases have a history of cannabis use. But anxiety is an early warning sign of most 

major mental illnesses. So, does a person develop a mental illness because they 

smoke cannabis, or do they smoke cannabis in an effort to calm anxiety 

which precedes full-blown symptoms? 

Cannabis might have harmful effects. But it is a matter of fact that a 

recreational drug called alcohol killed 20,000 people and wrecked countless 

thousands of other lives in the UK last year alone. 

Jeffrey Morgan 

8 What is the main point made by Jeffrey Morgan in his letter? 

A Cannabis contains a substance that seriously affects people’s mental abilities. 

B Cannabis may well be less of a threat to public health than alcohol. 

C Smoking cannabis combined with drinking alcohol is very dangerous. 

D The popular press has exaggerated the dangers of cannabis use.
Tekst 7

Fish oil? Sounds like a snake-oil remedy 

The Department for Education and Skills is apparently 

considering boosting the brainpower of schoolchildren 

by feeding them capsules of fish oil. Er, fish oil? Yes, it 

seems that Alan Johnson, the Education Secretary, is 

convinced that the answer to illiterate and innumerate 

kids is a daily dose of the omega-3 fatty acids found in 

our scaly friends. 

That’s all very well. But if fish are so full of brainboosting 
oils, how come so many of them end up battered, beheaded 
and lightly sprinkled with salt and vinegar? 

www.timesonline.co.uk

9 How can the tone of this article as a whole be characterised? 

A As angry.

B As ironic.

C As matter-of-fact.

D As surprised.
Tekst 8

DIVERSIONS 

PLANET OF THE APES

We all know that humans and apes are virtually identical genetically. But if 

you find that scientific fact hard to accept on an emotional level, the work 

of James Mollison may help. For four years the English photographer traveled 

the world, making close-up portraits of gorillas, chimps and orangutans. The 

result is one of the most detailed and revealing visual studies ever made of the 

great apes. 

 “Face to Face”, an exhibition of 30 of these striking portraits, goes on 

display at London’s Natural History Museum from May 28 to Sept. 18. Each over 

1.8 m tall, the photographs reveal a moving depth of personality in their 

subjects. Mollison’s apes are laid-back, cheeky, happy and sly. But 

disconcertingly, many also appear profoundly depressed and fearful, and no 

wonder. They are orphans, rescued from poachers. One of the subjects, a young 

gorilla named Pumbu, saw her parents killed for bush meat. Another, a sad-eyed 

Indonesian orangutan called Bonny, lost her mother and was sold as a pet. 

Mollison’s goal is for “Face to Face” to raise awareness of the plight of apes. 

 He . . .11  . . . If anything could encourage us to make common cause with our 

simian cousins, it would be these unforgettable images. -By Colin Pantall ■
10 What does James Mollison hope to achieve with his portraits of apes? 

He hopes 

A to demonstrate how they differ from humans. 

B to draw attention to their often miserable fate. 

C to gain artistic recognition on a large scale. 

D to support scientific research into their circumstances. 

11 Which of the following fits the gap in the text? 

A failed miserably 

B need not worry 

C should not have bothered 

D will be sorely disappointed
Tekst 9
What would Noah do? 

1 Universal Pictures’ very expensive 

Noah’s Ark comedy, “Evan Almighty” 

has been waving a large “green” flag. 

2 Several corporations are backing a 

$25 million cross-promotion that 

fights global warming while touting the 

movie’s pro-environment message. The 

Hollywood premiere featured a green 

carpet, and recycled goody bags 

containing pro-environment trinkets 

(a halogen bulb, flower seeds …) 

reportedly were given out at the 

afterparty. 

3 Meanwhile during the film’s 

opening weekend, sunbathers and 

swimmers at the beaches along 

Chicago’s lakefront were treated to not 

one, not two but four small airplanes 

flying up and down and up and down 

the shoreline trailing billboard-size 

banners promoting “Evan Almighty.” 

4 I’m sure those planes were running 

on “green” fuel. ■

12 What is the purpose of paragraph 3? 

A To give an indication of the huge costs of the promotion campaign for “Evan Almighty”. 

B To highlight the contrast with the pro-environment message in “Evan Almighty”. 

C To illustrate the popularity of the film “Evan Almighty” and its leading actor. 

D To show that people in general are not interested in environmental matters. 
Tekst 10

Artists going public

Since at least the time of Lord Byron there have been artists 

who felt driven to give their energy, their name and even, in a 

few cases, their lives to the great causes of their age. This 

month two more public artists added their names to a roster of 

honour that already includes figures from Auden to Zola, 

taking in Havel and Hugo, Robeson and Rostropovich along 

the way. 

 Last week the pianist Daniel Barenboim was barred by 

Israel from crossing into the West Bank to give a recital in 

Ramallah. Mr Barenboim had played the last three sonatas of 

Beethoven to an audience in Jerusalem. The Ramallah “recital 

for peace”, in which Mr Barenboim planned to play the same 

programme, would have been a piece of bridge-building, the 

latest in a succession of Barenboim initiatives that have 

brought together young Israeli and Arab musicians. While this 

was happening in Israel, a panel of judges in India were 

enforcing their own piece of inartistic authority. In New Delhi 

the judges imposed a one-day prison term and a 2,000-rupee 

fine on the writer Arundhati Roy for criticising the court 

during its deliberations on the Narmada river dam project in 

Gujarat. The 1997 Booker prize winner has been a fierce 

campaigner against the human and environmental 

consequences of the project, and Ms Roy has often attacked 

the courts for stifling dissent over a plan that could displace 

more than a quarter of a million people. 

 Not all public artists get it right. For every Jane Fonda there 

is a John Wayne. In the end such artists may just be names 

written in water, of more interest to their admirers than to 

history. But theirs is a noble tradition all the same, and both 

Mr Barenboim and Ms Roy are the most recent embodiments 

of it.
13„ What is the point made in this editorial? 

A Artists’ support to the world’s good causes generally deserves approval. 

B Artists who support good causes do so without bothering about their reputation. 

C Authorities have enough reason to fear direct action by artists. 

D Politics and the arts mixed together provide explosive material.

Tekst 11 (vwo)
Auberon Waugh 

Traffic policy

1 AS A PART-TIME resident of  Hammersmith, I cannot help 

wondering whether we are being told  the entire truth about the 
bomb which  exploded on Hammersmith Bridge at 4.35am on June 1. 

2 We were immediately invited to suppose that the outrage 

was planned by Continuity IRA, a splinter group from the 

Real IRA, itself a splinter group from the Provisional IRA. 

3 But as none of these groups claimed credit, it was hard 

to imagine what they hoped to achieve in exchange for all 

the trouble and expense involved, let alone the risk. 

4 How was the explosion going to advance the cause of a 

Northern surrender to the Irish Republic, if we could only 

guess at the reasons for it? 

5 What they did achieve was the closure of Hammersmith 

Bridge, and traffic chaos throughout west London. It has 

been reported that the bridge will remain closed for several 

weeks. Oddly enough, it reopened only at Christmas, after 

several months of traffic jams caused by a £3-5 million 

“refit”. 

6 Two days after the explosion, it is certainly true, 

someone telephoned the BBC in Belfast to claim credit on 

behalf of one or another of the republican groups, but this 

voice also warned of another bomb left in a dustbin in 

Bishopsgate. 

7 After streets in the City of London had been closed for 

three hours, the packages were found to contain rubbish, 

but a reasonable amount of traffic disruption had been 

achieved. One cannot help wondering if this was the entire 

purpose of the call, and whether a government agency was 

responsible for it. 

8 People may ask themselves why it is that under this 

Labour government motorists are seen as enemies of 

society. The observation applies not only in London, where 

there is a declared policy of discouraging the private car, 

but all over the country. 

9 The lady in Wiltshire who was indignantly arrested for 

taking a sip of water when stationary in front of a red 

traffic light provides a clue. They want us all to ride 

bicycles, you see. 

‘The Weekly Telegraph’

“As a part-time resident of Hammersmith, I cannot help wondering whether we are being 

told the entire truth” (paragraph 1). 

14„ Which of the following quotations sums up the point Auberon Waugh wants to make? 

A “the outrage … Provisional IRA” (paragraph 2) 

B “But as … the risk.” (paragraph 3) 

C “under this … of society” (paragraph 8) 

D “The lady … a clue.” (paragraph 9)
Tekst 12 (vwo)
A tsar in the soup 

Winter approaches and a familiar debate reopens in Britain: 

do soup vans and free sleeping bags help or hinder the 

campaign to end street homelessness? Louise Casey, the 

homelessness tsar, found herself in hot water last weekend for 

bluntly suggesting the culture of kindness should be swept 

away. She said: “With soup runs and other kinds of charity 

help, well-meaning people are spending money servicing the 

problem on the street and keeping it there. Even the Big Issue is 

perpetuating the problem.” But as CP Scott once wrote in these 

columns: it is well to be frank; it is even better to be fair. 

 The director of the Big Issue, a magazine sold by the 

homeless, noted that many of its sellers do not live on the 

streets, but in hostels or cheap accommodation. The aim of the 

magazine is to provide people with a legitimate income as an 

alternative to begging. Ms Casey was going over the top in 

attacking a social innovation that has helped lift people off the 

street and back into accommodation and work. The Salvation 

Army expressed concern at the ad hoc nature of soup runs, but 

concluded that “as long as there are people out there on the 

streets, we will go to them”. 

 But Ms Casey found a friend in one of the longest-serving 

campaigners against homelessness. Chris Holmes, director of 

Shelter, said: “This story is not so new. Two years ago, Shelter 

was saying clearly and publicly that there needed to be a shift 

in emphasis from short-term to long-term work with homeless 

people. I believe that the voluntary sector as a whole, including 

Shelter, has sometimes got the balance wrong.” On Monday 

Shelter joined Crisis, the other big homeless charity, to launch 

Millennium Plus. The aim is to help reduce the number of 

homeless by two-thirds. Soup on the street will still be served; 

but soup in the hostel remains a better way to rehabilitation. 

Guardian Weekly
“But as CP Scott once wrote (…): it is well to be frank; it is even better to be fair.” (first 

paragraph) 

15 „ Why does the writer suggest that Ms Casey is unfair, according to the second paragraph? 

A She accused charities of not helping enough people. 

B She asserted that charity is the wrong instrument to help the homeless. 

C She did not do justice to the aims of the Big Issue. 

16„ In what respect has Ms Casey found a friend in Chris Holmes (last paragraph)? 

Chris Holmes is of the opinion that 

A homeless people should get used to the idea of work as a fact of life. 

B some forms of charity do little towards solving the problem of homeless people. 

C some people are homeless by choice.
Tekst 13 (vwo)
Fine mess 

Self-contradiction is the hallmark of the Government’s policy on sex offenders. On 

Tuesday, the Department of Health announced a new Bill on Mental Incapacity. Its most striking provision is the pre-emptive detention of people who have not been convicted of a crime, but are thought to have a disposition to violence or sexual assault. 

On Thursday, the Home Office announced plans to build five more “rehabilitation hostels” 

for serious sex offenders, who would be free to come and go as they pleased. While the 

Department of Health was proposing to lock up people who haven’t committed any crimes, the Home Office was planning to leave more of those who have “in the community”. 

 Does one hand of government know what the other is doing? The health department’s 

plans to lock up sexual psychopaths such as Roy Whiting, the killer of Sarah Payne, before 

they rape and murder children are comprehensively undermined by the Home 

Office’s insistence that those convicted of sexual offences should be free to live with the 

rest of us. Labour used to promise consistent policies. What it has delivered is not “joined up” 

government but broken down government.
“Self-contradiction is the hallmark of the Government’s policy on sex offenders.” 

(begin tekst) 

17  Waaruit bestaat deze “self-contradiction”? 

Noem beide elementen ervan.

Tekst 14 (vwo)
Letter to the editor

Insulted

David Hargreaves astutely describes the anxiety of 

students awaiting their A-level results. As one such 

18-year-old, I have been in a state of nervous 

anticipation; not for my results, more a fear of the 

ill-informed speculation about “dumbing down” 

which inevitably accompanies them, of which his 

article is an excellent example. 

 When harking back to a “golden age” in which 

students were required to “know thoroughly 100 

years of British and European history” he appears 

unaware that current history courses require 

students to answer in depth on, for instance, over 

100 years of post-Reformation European history. 

 English syllabuses, contrary to his beliefs, still 

demand knowledge of writers of the era of Milton 

and Dryden as well as the study of Shakespeare. 

Although I come from a humble comprehensive, I 

cannot imagine that the A-level courses taught in 

independent schools such as Mr Hargreaves’s are 

as unchallenging as he claims. 

 A-level students should feel insulted by the 

attempts to denigrate their achievements. The 

advent of the AS examination has - rather than 

creating the easy modular component Mr 

Hargreaves decries - introduced a massive 

workload for Year 12 pupils; harder, university 

friends have claimed, in terms of its intensive 

nature, than that set for a degree. 

Helen Mort, Chesterfield, Derbyshire 

The Sunday Telegraph
Helen Mort’s letter is headed “Insulted”. 

18 What does she feel insulted by? 

By David Hargreaves’s suggestion that 

A courses at state schools such as Helen Mort’s are far less demanding than those at independent schools. 

B today’s A-level students are not up to meeting the standards of the final exams. 

C too little is demanded of A-level students today in terms of knowledge and work.
Tekst 15 (vwo)
Happiness 

by Will Ferguson 

Canongate £6.99 

What would happen if someone came up with 

the ultimate cure for all modern woes? The world 

economy would collapse, as Will Ferguson demonstrates in this horribly 

plausible satire. Society depends on  . . 1  . .  . 

Fashion, fast food, sports cars, diet centres and 

religious cults would become redundant in a 

world without self-doubt and insecurity. 

Guardian Weekly
19 Which of the following fits the gap in the text? 

A a minimum of solidarity 

B a sustainable level of human misery 

C continued economic growth 

D man’s capacity for humour

Tekst 16 (vwo)
Randy ruddy ducks sentenced to death 

Thousands of ruddy ducks in Britain are to be exterminated, in the cause 

of wildlife protection. The problem is that the drakes are not only ruddy 

but randy. Their mating dance sends white-headed ducks into a 

swoon, and the resultant hybrid birds create further damage to the 

native species. The ruddy ducks were brought to Britain from North 

America as ornamental birds, but have successfully adapted to the 

wild and spread into mainland Europe. The white-headed duck is 

native to Spain, and is a seriously endangered species. The only other 

colony, ominously enough, is near Basra in southern Iraq. 
Guardian Weekly
“Randy ruddy ducks sentenced to death” (title) 

20  For what reason? 

A By crossbreeding with a rare species they bring it close to extinction. 

B By spreading over continents they are likely to spread disease. 

C They are driving some species of native ducks from their habitats. 

Key

Tekst 1 Postcards from the cutting edge

Maximumscore 1

1 een antwoord met de volgende strekking:

De zalen waren leeg (en bezoekers moesten zich zelf een voorstelling van kunstwerken maken).

Opmerking

Acceptabel: een antwoord zoals “Er werd niets tentoongesteld.” / “Er was geen tentoonstelling.”

Tekst 2 Paying for the BBC

2 C

Tekst 3 To be or not to be a good boss

3 C
Tekst 4 I had to include

Maximumscore 1 

4 � een antwoord met de volgende strekking:

Er vloog een kalkoen/vogel tegen het vliegtuig (tijdens de start). 

Opmerking  Als het element “kalkoen/vogel” ontbreekt, geen scorepunt toekennen. 

5 „ D
Tekst 5 Tube chaos 

Maximumscore 1 

6  een antwoord met de volgende strekking:

Hij/Barrett speelde squash / ging sporten terwijl hij niet werkte vanwege een verstuikte enkel / terwijl hij ziek was. 

Opmerking  Als het element “speelde squash / ging sporten” of het element “niet werken / ziek zijn” 

ontbreekt, geen scorepunt toekennen. 

7 „ A
Tekst 6 Cannabis: a burning issue 

8 B
Tekst 7 Fish oil? Sounds like a snake-oil remedy 

9 B

Tekst 8 Planet of the apes 

10 B 

11 B 

Tekst 9 What would Noah do? 

12 B

Tekst 10 Artists going public

13„ A

Tekst 11 Traffic policy

14„ C
Tekst 12 A tsar in the soup

15 „ C 

16 „ B
Tekst 13 Fine mess 

17 maximumscore 2 een antwoord met de volgende strekking: 

• Mensen die nog geen (seksuele) misdaad hebben begaan worden opgesloten 1 

• terwijl mensen die al wel een (seksuele) misdaad hebben begaan zich vrij kunnen bewegen 1

Tekst 14 Letter to the editor 

18 C
Tekst 15 Happiness 

19 B
Tekst 16 Randy ruddy ducks sentenced to death 

20 A

